Brief comment text:

I am submitting comments AGAINST the current FCC proposed rulemaking for the 60 meter band, on behalf of myself as an amateur radio operator and on behalf of the Polk County Amateur Radio Emergency Service. 

Specifically, I would like to address concerns that the loss of channels and implementation of reduced power limits significantly contradicts the fundamental purpose of the amateur radio service expressed in the principle defined in Part 97.1(a): "enhancement of the value of the amateur service to the public as a voluntary noncommercial communication service, particularly with respect to providing emergency communications." 

The current allocations and power limits for the 60 meter band provide an important regional emerency communication resource. This band is important because propagation characteristics typically allow Near Vertical Incident Skywave communication in a local-to-medium 0-400 mile range that can be otherwise very inconsistent on 80 meter and 40 meter bands depending on time of day and solar factors.

Emergency Communication plans in our region include the potential for a widespread Cascadia Subduction Zone Earthquake which will require both the propagation characteristics and interoperability rules of this band, to allow Amateur Radio service interoperation with FEMA, MARS, and SHARES. 

I frequently operate with 10-15 watt ERP for hobby communication, participating in Parks and Summits On The Air activities. What I have learned is that this power level can provide personal enjoyment and experience in the radio arts, but is most useful for "hunt and pounce" type operation with random stations, and very difficult for targeted communication with specific stations. 100 Watts ERP provides a much more effective communication channel to move message traffic between two points, and makes more efficient use of the spectrum because there are fewer repeats, fills, and corrections required. For Emergency Communication support, 100 Watts ERP can make the difference to get the message through and then make the channel available for other users and traffic.

Amateur Radio operators have been using 100 Watts ERP on 60 Meter channels since the FCC rules update in 2012. In 2017, ARRL petitioned the FCC and noted that "Neither ARRL, nor, apparently, NTIA, is aware of a single reported instance of interference to a federal user by a radio amateur operating at 5 MHz to date." Reducing the power limit to 15 Watts ERP does not solve an actual problem in the spectrum, but it does create one by effectively reducing our ability to provide emergency communication support.

I would like to support a new 15 kHz contiguous subband to replace the single channel at 5557 kHz, in line with current Canadian rules. 

Please keep the four existing 60 Meter channels with secondary allocation to the Amateur Radio Service, as these channels provide a critical resource for regional, inter-agency communication.

Please keep the existing 100 Watts ERP limit for 60 Meter channels, as this power level provides more reliable and efficient use of the spectrum to relay message traffic.

Please keep the newly proposed 15 kHZ subband in place of the channel at 5557 kHz, in line with Canadian rules and to provide efficient use of this spectrum compared to the single channel.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jason Conolly, N7IME
Polk Co. ARES Assistant Emergency Coordinator
